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Sunday 17th May, 2020
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Day of Prayer for Eastern Christians

Day Time Intention Confession*

Saturday 16th Sr Marie (Newcastle) intentions

Sunday 17th For the People of the Parish

Monday 18th May Barker RIP

Tuesday 19th Bishop Leo McCartie RIP

Wednesday 20th Sr Marie Mortell RIP

Thursday 21st For the People of the Parish

Friday 22nd Little Sisters of the Poor intentions

Saturday 23rd Catherine McDonald intentions

Sunday 24th For the People of the Parish

Note: Services in Black in church
Services in Blue elsewhere

 Please telephone
to arrange

FEAST DAYS

Monday 18th May
St John I, Pope
(+526) He was elected Pope in 523. The
Arian King, Theodoric, sent him as his
ambassador to Emperor Justin in
Constantinople. On his return he was
captured by the king, who was displeased
at the outcome of the embassy, and cast
him into prison at Ravenna where he died
a few days later.

Tuesday 19th May
St Dunstan
(909 - 988) St Dunstan belonged to a
noble family and served as abbot of
Glastonbury (Somerset) and Bishop of
Worcester and London and, finally,
Archbishop of Canterbury. He was zealous
in building churches, promoting monastic
life and restoring ecclesiastical discipline.
He is buried at Canterbury Cathedral.

Wednesday 20th May
St Bernadine of Siena
(1380 - 1444) St Bernadine was born in
the Republic of Siena (Italy). He entered
the Franciscan Order and preached the
name of Jesus with great fervour. He won
the conversion of many souls. He died
during a preaching tour at Aquila.

Thursday 21st May
The Ascension of The Lord.
As this feast is a Holyday of Obligation
do please try to ‘attend’ one of the
streamed masses.

Friday 22nd May
St Rita of Cascia
As a youngster, Rita showed great interest
in Religious Life. However, her parents
were not supportive and betrothed her in
marriage at the age of 18. It was an
unhappy, often abusive and violent
marriage. After 18 years of marriage her
husband was murdered and she was then
able to enter the Augustinian convent at
Cascia. She is the patron saint of lost
causes, those in difficult marriages, and
victims of domestic abuse.

Sunday 24th May
Seventh Sunday of Easter
World Communications Day

May God bless us all, your priest and friend

Prayer
This well-known prayer is often said to be by St John Henry Newman. Its provenance is actually rather more
complicated as Mother Teresa of Calcutta added to its opening phrases – her Missionaries of Charity say it
every day after Mass.

“Dear Lord, help me to spread your fragrance wherever I go. Flood my soul with your spirit and life.
Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly that all my life may only be a radiance of yours. Shine
through me, and be so in me that every soul I come in contact with may feel your presence in my soul. Let
them look up and see no longer me, but only you, O Lord! Stay with me and then I will begin to shine as
you do; so to shine as to be a light to others. The light, O Lord, will be all from you; none of it will be mine.
It will be you shining on others through me. Let me thus praise you in the way which you love best, by
shining on those around me. Let me preach you without preaching, not by words but by example, by the
catching force, the sympathetic influence of what I do, the evident fullness of the love my heart bears to
you. Amen.”

CHURCH RE-OPENING: According to the latest indications from the Government and from the Bishops,
our churches might re-open for public worship about July 4th. There is talk that churches might open for
private prayer before that date. Quite how we will cope with the required social distancing in our small
church remains to be seen. Please pray!!

DAY OF PRAYER FOR EASTERN CHRISTIANS: At rather short notice, we have been informed that this
Sunday is a day of special prayer for our brethren in the Churches of the East. The organisers write: “The
International Day of Prayer for Eastern Christians enables Eastern and Western Christians to come
together in communion through prayer, and is shared by the Eastern Churches in communion with the
Bishop of Rome, including the Armenian Catholic, Chaldean, Coptic Catholic, Ethiopian and Eritrean
Catholic (in Africa), Greek Melkite, Maronite, Syrian Catholic, Syro-Malabar (in India), Syro-Malankara (in
India). Who are the Eastern Christians? They are direct descendants of the Early Christians and trace their
roots back to apostolic times. There are more than 26 million Eastern Christians living in the Middle East
and surrounding regions.  For Western Christians, they provide a direct link to the Early Church, leading us
to the roots of Christianity and showing us, through their tradition and witness, a living faith in Christ.”

Here is a prayer we can say: “Heavenly Father, we pray today for peace in the world, especially in the Middle
East. By your heavenly grace, strengthen the faith and hope of Eastern Christians. May they be blessed with
peace and prosperity in their lands. And may we be inspired by their devotion and witness to the Gospel, by their
love and compassion for all in their communities, and by their courage, their  endurance and self-sacrifice against
oppression. Through their charity, tolerance and friendship, bring peace and reconciliation to those troubled lands,
where Christianity was born and first spread. Through Christ our Lord.  Amen”


